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% An Eſay in Defence of the Female Sex.” 
Written by a Lady, and Publiſhed in 8vo. 1696. 


Shall not enter into any diſpute, whether men, or women 
be generally more ingenious, or learned; that point muſt 
be given up to the advantages men have over us by their 
education, freedom of converſe, and variety of buſineſs and 
company. But when any compariſon is made between 
them, great allowances muſt be made for the diſparity of 
thoſe circumſtances. Neither ſhall I conteſt about the pre- 
eminence of our virtues; I know there are too many vi- 
cious, and I hope there are a great many virtuous of both 
ſexes. Yet this I may ſay, that whatever vices are found 
amongſt us, have in general both their ſource, and encou- 

ragement from them. | C0000 
The queſtion I ſhall at preſent handle is, whether the time 
an . ingenious gentleman ſpends in the company of women, 
may juſtly be ſaid to be ge or not? I put the 
queſtion in general terms; becauſe whoever holds the af- 
firmative muſt maintain it ſo, or the ſex is no way concerned 
to oppoſe him. On the other fide I ſhall not maintain the ne- 
gative, but with ſome reſtrictions and limitations; becauſe 
I will not be bound to juſtifie thoſe women, whoſe vices and 
ill conduct expoſe them deſervedly to the cenſure of the 

other ſex, as well as of their own. The | wag being thus 

ſtated, let us conſider the end and purpoſes, for which con- 

verſation was at firſt inſtituted, and is yet deſirable; and then 
we ſhall ſee, whether they may not all be found in the com- 
pany of women. Theſe ends, I take it, are the ſame with 
thoſe we aim at in all our other actions, in general only two, 
profit or pleaſure. Theſe are divided into thoſe of the mind, 
and thoſe of the body. Of the latter I ſhall take no further 
| | a2 notice, 
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notice, as having no relation to the preſent ſubject; but ſhall 
confine myſelf wholly to the mind, the profit of which 1s the 
improvement of the underſtanding; and the pleaſure 1s the 
diverſion, and relaxation of its cares and paſſions. Now 
if either of theſe ends be attainable by the ſociety of women, 
I have gained my point. However, I hope to make it ap- 
pear, that they are not- only both to be met with in the 
converſation of women, but one of them more generally, and 
in greater meaſure than in men's. | 

Our company is generally by our adverſaries repreſented 
as unprofitable and irkſome to men of ſenſe, and by ſome of 
the moſt vehement ſticklers againſt us, as criminal. Thele 


imputations as they are unjuſt, eſpecially the latter, ſo they 


ſavour ſtrongly of the malice, arrogance, and ſottiſhneſs of 


thoſe, that moſt frequently urge them; who are commonly 
either conceited fops. whole ſucceſs in their pretences to the 
favour of our ſex has been no greater than their merit, and 
fallen very far ſhort of their vanity and preſumption, or a 
ſort of moroſe ill - bred. unthinking fellows, who appear to 
be men only by their habit and beards, and are ſcarce diſ- 
tinguiſhable from brutes but by their figure and rifibility. 
But I ſhall wave theſe reflections at preſent, however juſt, 
and come cloſer to our argument. If women are not quali- 
fied for the converſation of ingenious men, or, to go yet fur- 
ther, their friendſhip, it muſt be becauſe they want ſome 
one condition, or more, neceſſarily requiſite to either. The 
neceſſary conditions of theſe arc ſenſe, and good nature, td 


which mult be added, for friendſhip, fidelity and integrity. 


Now if any of theſe be wanting to our ſex, it muſt be either 
becauſe nature has not been ſo liberal as to beſtow them upon 


us; or becauſe due care has not been taken to cultivate thoſe 


gifts to a competent meaſure in us. 

Iu!uhe firſt of theſe cauſes is that, which is moſt generally 
urged againſt us, whether it be in raillery, or ſpight. I 
might eaſily cut this part of the controverſy ſhort by an 


irrefragable argument, which is, that the expreſs intent, and 


reaſon for which woman was created, was to be a companion 
and help meet to man; and that conſequently thoſe, that 
| = deny 
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deny them to be ſo, muſt argue a miſtake in providence, | 
and think themſelves wiſer than their creator. But theſe 


1 are generally ſuch paTionate admirers of them- 


elves, and have ſuch a profound value and reverence for 


their own parts, that they are ready at any time to facrifice 


their religion to the reputation of their wit, and rather than 
loſe their point, deny the truth of the hiſtory. There are 
others, that though they allow the ſtory, yet affirm, that the 
propagation, and continuance of mankind, was the only. 


reaſon for which we were made; as if the wiſdom that firſt 


made man, could not without trouble have continued that 
ſpecies by the ſame or any other method, had not this been 
molt conducive to his happineſs, which was the gracious and 
only end of his creation. But thele ſuperficial gentlemen 
wear their underſtandings like their clothes, always ſet and 
formal, and would no more talk than dreſs out of faſhion 
beaux that, rather than any part of their outward figure 
ſhould be damaged, would wipe the dirt off their ſhoes with 
their handkercher, and that value themſelves infinitely more 


upon modiſh nonſenſe, than upon the belt ſenſe again! the 


faſhion. But lince I do not intend to make this a religious 
argument, I ſhall leave all further conſiderations of this na- 
ture to the Gdivines. whoſe more immediate buſineſs and 
{ſtudy it is to aſſert the wiſdom of providence in the order, 


and diſtribution of this world, againſt all that ſhall oppoſe it. 


Io procced therefore, if we be naturally defective, the 
defect muſt be either in ſoul or body. In the foul it can't be, 
if what I have heard ſome learned men maintain, be true, 
that all ſouls are equal, and alike, and that cunſequently 
there is no ſuch diſtinction, as male and female ſouls; that 


there are no innate ideas, but that all the notions we have, 


are derived from our external ſenſes, either immediately, or 
by reflection. Theſe metaphyfical ſpeculations, I muſt own 
require much more learning and a ſtronger head, than I can 
pretend to be miſtreſs of, to be conſidered as they ought : 
Yet ſo bold I may be, as to undertake the defence of theſe 
opinions, when any of our jingling opponents think. fic to 
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Neither can it be in the body, (if I may credit the report 


of learned phyſicians) for there is no difference in the or- 
ganization of thoſe parts, which have any relation to, or in- 


fluence over the minds; but the brain, and all other parts 


(which I am not anatomiſt enough to name) are contrived as 
well for the plentiful conveyance of ſpirits, which are held to 
be the immediate inſtruments of ſenſation, in women, as 
men. I ſee therefore no natural impediment in the ſtruc- 
ture of our bodies; nor does experience, or obſervation 
argue any: We uſe all our natural faculties as well as men, 
nay and our rational too, deducting only for the advantages 
before mentioned. I 

Let us appeal yet further to experience, and obſerve 
thoſe creatures that deviate leaſt from ſimple nature, and ſee 
if we can find any difference in ſenſe, or underſtanding be- 
tween males and females, In theſe we may ſee nature 


plaineſt, who lie under no conſtraint of cuſtom or laws, but 
5 "PO | ; ris Wh but 
thoſe of paſſion or appetite, which are natures, and know no 


difference of education, nor receive any byaſs by prejudice. 
We ſee great diſtance in degrees of underſtanding, wit, 
_ cunning, and docility, (call them what you pleaſe) between 


the ſeveral ſpecies of brutes. An ape, a dog, a fox, are by 


daily obſervation found to be more docile, and more ſubtle 


than an ox, a ſwine, or a ſheep. But a ſheape is as full of, 


and as ready at imitation as a he; a bitch will learn as many 
tricks in as ſhort a time as a dog; a female fox has as many 
wiles as a male. A thouſand inſtances of this kind might 
be produced; but I think theſe are ſo plain, that to inſtance 
more were a ſuperfluous labour; I ſhall only once more take 
notice, that in brutes and other animals there 1s no difference 
betwixt male and female in point of ſagacity, notwithſtanding 
there is the ſame diſtinction of ſexes, that. is between men 
and women. I have read, that ſome philoſophers have held 
 brutes to be no more than meer machines, a ſort of divine 

clockwork, that a& only by the force of nice unſeen ſprings 
without ſenſation, and cry out without feeling pain, eat 

without hunger, drink without thirſt, fawn upon their keep- 
ers without Ran them, hunt hares without ſmelling, &c. 
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Here is cover for our antagoniſts againſt the laſt argument ſo 
beating them out. For my part, I 
ſhall not envy them their refuge, let them lie like the wild 
Iriſh ſecure within their boggs ; the field is at leaſt ours, fo 
long as they Fer to their al nefles. I ſhall only add that 
if the learnedeſt he of them all can convince me of the truth 
of this opinion, he will very much ſtagger my faith; for hi- 
therto I have been able to obſerve no difference between our 
knowledge and theirs, but a gradual one; and depend upon 
revelation alone, that our ſouls are immortal, and theirs not. 
But if an argument from brutes and other animals ſhall 
not be allowed as concluſive, (though I can't ſee why ſuch an 
inference ſhould not be valid, ſince the parity of reaſon is the 
ſame on both fides in this caſe,) I ſhall deſire thoſe, that 
hold againſt us to obſerve the country people, I mean the 
inferior ſort of them, ſuch as not having ſtocks to follow huſ- 
bandry upon their own ſcore, ſubſiſt upon their daily labour. 
For amongſt theſe, though not ſo equal as that of brutes, yet 
the condition of the two ſexes 1s more level, than amongſt 
gentlemen, city traders, or rich yeomen. Examine them in 
their ſeveral buſineſſes, and their capacities will appear 
equal; but talk to them of things indifferent, and out of the 
road of their conſtant employment, and the ballance will fall 
on our ſide, the women will be found the more ready and 
polite. Let us look a little further, and view our ſex in a 
{tate of more improvement, amongſt our neighbours the 
Dutch. There we ſhall. find, them managing not only the 
domeſtick affairs of the family, but making, and receiving all 
payments as well great as ſmall, keeping the books, bal- 
lancing the accounts, and doing all the buſineſs, even the 
niceſt of merchants, with as much dexterity and exactneſs 
as their, or our men can do. And I have often hear'd ſome 
of our conſiderable merchants. blame the conduct of our 
country-men in this point; that they breed our women ſo 
ignorant of buſineſs; whereas were they taught arithmetick, 
and other arts which require not much bodily ſtrength, they 
might ſupply the places of abundance of luſty men now em- 
ployed in ſedentary buſineſs; which would be a mighty, profit 
| to 
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to the nation by ſending thoſe men to employments, where 
hands and ſtrength are more required. Beſide that it might 
prevent the ruin of many families, which is often occafioged 


by the death of merchants in full buſineſs, and leaving their 


accounts perplexed, and embroiled to a widow and orphans, 
who underſtand nothing of the hufband or father's buſineſs, 
occaſions the rending and oftentimes the utter confoundin 
afaireſtate; which might be prevented, did the wife but un- 
derſtand Merchants accounts, and were made acquainted 
with the books. FD ON Re e 

I have yet another argument from nature, which 1s, that the 
very make and temper of our bodies ſhew that we were ne- 
ver deſigned for fatigue; and the vivacity of our wits, and 
readineſs of our invention (which are confeſſed even by our 
adverſaries) demonſtrate that we were chiefly intended for 
thought and the exerciſe of the mind. Whereas on the con- 
trary it is apparent from the ſtrength and ſize of their limbs, 


the vigour and hardineſs of their conſtitutions, that men were 
purpoſely framed and contrived for action and labour. And 

herein the wiſdom and contrivance of providence is abun- 
duaantly manifeſted; for as the one ſex is fartified with courage 


and ability to undergo the neceſſary drudgery of providing 
materials for the ſuſtenance of life in both; ſo the other is fur- 
niſhed with ingenuity and prudence for the orderly ma- 


nagement and diſtribution of it, for the relief and comfort of 


a a family; and is over and above enriched with a peculiar 


tenderneſs and care requiſite to the cheriſhing their poor 


helpleſs offspring. I know our oppoſers uſually miſcall our 
quickneſs of thought, fancy and flaſh, and chriften their own 
heavineſs by the ſpecious names of judgment and ſolidity; 
but it is eaſie to retort upon them the reproachful ones of 


dulneſs and {ſtupidity with more juſtice. I ſhall purſue this 


point no further, but continue firm in my perſuaſion, that 
nature has not been fo niggardly to us, as our adverſaries 
would inſinuate, till | ſee better cauſe to the contrary, than I 


have hitherto at any time done. Yet I am ready to yield to 


conviction, whoever offers it; which I don't ſuddenly 
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To the moſte high, moſte puyſaunte, moſte exellent and 
moſte chryſten Kynge, my moſte redoubtede ſove- 
reygne lorde Henry theighte by the grace of Gode of 
Englonde, Fraunce & Irelonde Kynge, Defender of 
the Feythe, & in erthe undre Gode, ſuppreme heede 
of the Churche of Englonde and Irelonde. Your 
moſte humble ſubjecte Henry Parcare, Knyght, 

lorde Morley deſyreth thys Newe Yere with infynyte 
or yeres to your Imperiall Maieſte, helthe honoure 
and vyCtory. 5 ZI 


j N the tyme the hoole worlde was obediente to the Ro- 
maynes, moſte victorioufe and graciouſe ſovereigne Lorde, 
not onely by armes they were renoumede above all other 
naciones, but alſo in eloquens and goode lernynge, as it ap- 
perethe by thyes oratours and poetcs in the greate Auguſtus 
days; that is to ſaye, Varro, Tullius Cicero, Virgill, Orace 
and Ovyde, with divers others. And all thoughe that thoſe 
that 3 froine oone Empoure to another were exellently 
lernede, as bothe the Plynys, Marciall, Quyntilian & Claudian, 
and ſuche other; „et why it was fo, that they coulde never 
attay ne to thes afore reherſyde, neither in proſe nor yer in 
verſe, is to mea greate wonder. For as muche as they ſawe 


the workes of the other, whiche as my reatone gevythe me 


ſhoulde have rather cauſede theym to have bene in ſcience 
above theym then inferiours to theym. For why, if one that 
gothe aboute to buylde a palace, if he ſe enother whiche 
lykethe hym well, it ſhal te noo greate maſtrie, if he {p.e a 
faulte m-his examplar to amende it in hys worke. And why 
thys ſhulde not be, truely I can geve noo reaſone to the 
contrary ; for ſo it was that evere as the greate I mn re 
of Rome decayde in deedes of armes, fo dyd it in learenynze. 
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In ſo muche, that whether it were by the ſtraynge nationes, 
that they were mynglede with all, or otherwiſe, at the laſte 
theimſelfs that accomptyde all other nationes barbaroule, 
oonely the Greakes excepte, by the ſpace of ſex or ſevene hun- 
drithe yeres were as barbarouſe as the beſt. Thys contyn- 
5 ſo longe a time, that in proceſſe aboute the yere of 
our lorde God a thouſand foure hundrith, in the time of the 
flowre and honoure of prynces, k ynge Edwarde che thy rde of 


that name, holdynge by ryghte the ſeptre of thys imperiall 


realme, as your Grace nowe dothe, there ſprange 1n Italy 
three excellente clerkes. The fyrit was Dante, for hys 
greate learnvnge in hvs mother tunge, ſurnamyde dyvyne 
1 9 70 Surely not withoute cauſe. For it is manyfeſt, that 
It was true whiche was graven on hys tumbe, that hys ma- 
ternal eloquens touchede to nvghe the pry ke, that it ſemy de 
a myracle of nature. And for becauſe that one ſhuld not 
thynk I do feyne, I ſhall ſett the wordes in the Italiane tunge, 
whiche 1s thys. Bots „ 
Dante alegra ſon minerva obſcura. 

De arte & de intelligentia nel au ingenio. 

Le elegantia matna aioſe al ſcengo. 

Que ſe tient pour miracol de natura. 


The next unto thys Dante was Frauncis Petrak, that not 
onely in the latyne tunge, but alſo in ſwete ryme is ſo ex- 
temyde, that unto thys preſent tyme, unnethe is ther any 
noble Prynce in Italy, nor Gentle man withoute havynge in 
hys handes hys Sonnettes & hys Tryhumphes & his other 
Rymes. And he wrote alſo in the latyne tunge certeyn 
Eglogys in verſys, and another booke namede Affrica, & of 
the Remedyes of bothe Fortunes, with dyvers Epiſtles and 
other Workes whiche I over paſſe. 5 


The laſt of thies three, moſt gratiouſe ſovereigne Lorde, 


was John Pocas of Certaldo, whiche in lyke wyſe as the 
tother twayne Dante and Petraccha were moſte exellent in the 
vulgare ryme, ſo thys Bocas was above all others in proſe, 
as it apperythe by hys hundrith tayles, and many other 
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notable workes. Nor he was noo leſſe elegaunte in the proſe 
of his oune tunge, then he was in the laty ne tunge, wherin as 
Petrak dyd wryte clerkly certeyn volumes in the latyne 
tunge, ſo dyd this clerke. And firſt of the Fall of Prynces, of 
the Geonelogye of the Goddes. And emonge other, thys 
Booke namede De Preclaris Mulieribus. That is of the Ryght 


Renomyde Ladies. Whiche ſay de booke as in the ende he 


wrytethe, he dyd dedicate the ſame to quene Jane in hys 
tyme quene of Naples. A prynceſſe enduede with all ver- 
tues w ſdome and goodenes. And for as muche, as that I 
thoughte, howe that your hy ghnes of voure accuſtomede 
mekenes and pryncely herte woulde not diſdayn it, fo dyd I 
imagyne, that if by chaunce it ſhulde cum to the handes of 
the ryght renomyde and moſte honorable Ladyes of your 
Highnes moſte tryhumphaunte courte, that it ſhulde be well 
acceptyde to theym to ſe and reede the mervelouſe vertue of 
theyr oune ſexe to the laude perpetuall of theym. And 
albeit as Bocas wrytethe in hys proheme, he menglysſheth 
ſum not verey chaſte emongſte the goode, yet hys honelte 
excuſe declarethe that he dyd it to a goode entent, that all 
Ladyes and Gentlewomen ſeynge the glorye of the goode 
may be ſteryde to folowe thevym, and ſeynge the vyce of 
ſum to flee theym. Whiche ſaide worke, my moſte noble and 
gratiouſe ſoverey ne Lorde, as farr as it gone, I havedrawne into 
our maternall tonge, to preſente the ſame unto your imperiall 
Dignyte this newe yeares day. Praynge to Chryſte Jheſu 
to teche that right chriſten hande of vours to batell 
avnſte your auncyente Ennemyes, that they may knowe, 
that he whiche is the way and the truethe helpythe vour Ex- 
ellencye in your truethe. So that they may fall and youe to 


ryſe in honour victory and fame, above all kynges that 3 


hathe bene or ſhal be. Amen. 
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HE preface of thexellent clerc John Bocaſſe, of his 
bocke intitlede in the Latyne tunge, De Preclaris Muli- 


eribus, that 1s to ſay in Englyſhe, Of the Ryghte Renoumyde 
| Ladyes. Wherin he dothe excuſe hymſelf why emongſte 


theym that were moſte vertuouſe and honorable women, he 


* 


dothe often put in theym that were vicyouſe. 


I here be of the olde auncyent wryters, and alſo of late of 
right famouſe clerkes, that have brevely wrytten the lyffes of 
the illuſtriouſe noble men. Emonge others the ryght exellent 
poete Frauncys Petrark my maiſter hathe endyted and ga- 
threde theyre actes in a compendiouſe volume, and well 


worthy, for to thentent that they myghte be above others 


by theyr notable and hardy acts. They not oonely put to 
thyr ſtudy, but alſo their ſubſtaunce & their bloode, when 
the oportupytè of tyme femyde theim ſo for to do, to noone 
other entente, but to deſerve therby of theyr poſteryte a 
name and fame for ever. Surely, I have not a litle mervelyde 
of theym that have thus wrytten, why they have not ſom- 
what touchede the gloriouſe actes of women, when it 15 
evydente, that dyvers and ſundry of theym have doone ryghte 
notable thynges. And if men by theyr ſtrength and other 


worthy ways have Ueſervede to have ſuch prayſe and com- 
mendation, how muche more ought thoſe women to be 


praytede becauſe that they be naturally weike and feble, and 
theyr wyttes not fo quycke as mens wyttes be, if they have 
doone ſuche famous actes, whiche ſhulde be harde for men 
to do. And for that entente, they ſhulde not be defraudyde 
therof, it came into my mynde that of thofe that have de- 


ſervyde prayſe to put theym in oone volume, not oonely 
theym that by vertue have deſervede it, but alſo thoſe that by 


expreſſe ande knowne evyll doynge be {poken of unto thys 
day. Nor I wyll not that the Reder ſhall thynke it | in ] con- 
gruente that I do compare Medea and Sempronia with 
Lucres and Sulpicia, all thoughe I have -mynglede —_ 
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with thies moſte chayſte wyfes. My mynde is nothynge 
that ways. Nor agayne not fo ſtrayte, that I wolde touche 
noone other but ſuche, and in a larger ſenſe with the patiens 
of the gentle reder to put theym with the other. For why, 
emonge the Scipions, and the Catons, and the Fabrycians, 
moſte noble vertuouſe men, is numbrede wyle & crafty 
Hanyball, falſe and trayterouſe Jugurta, the blody and 
tyranouſe Scilla & Marryus, and the covetouſe Craſſus. And 
other whiche I do | not |] well call to mynde that I have 
redde of. But J have thus ſett theis together to thys entente, 
that in lokynge and redynge of the goode, it may ſtere the 
reders to goodenes; and to theym that be evyll to gyve 
theym a bytte, whereby they may withdrawe theymſelfs 
frome ſo evyll condiciones and ways. And | have fo ratyde 
this my,worke that it ſemythe I have ſumwhat hydde of the 
evyll of theym, and emonge rhe hyſtoryes, and in ſum place 
put in ſum thynges joyouſe and pleaſaunte, not withoute” 
gevynge ſum ſharpe prycke to theym, to counſeill theim to 
flye frome vyce. So that I doo hoope, that with thys com- 
myxtion ſum utylyte and profyte ſhall cum of the ſame. And 
for becauſe that men ſhulde not ymagyne that I ſhulde but 
touche ſuch to brevely for they m that, knowe not well the 
hyſtoryes, I have drawne theyr lyfes oute in a lengthe, nott 
doubtynge but to pleaſe aswell the men, as the women 
thereby. 5 - 
I wyll not alſo forgete to tell youe, that emonge all thies 
women whiche were but panymes (our fyrſte mother Eve ſett 
alyde ) I havynge intencion to wryte the exellent glory that 
the noble women in ty me paſſyd have obteyned, it ſemethe 
to me that it is not incongruente to hegynne at the commune 
mother of us all. | 
* « De 


De Preclaris Mulieribus, 


That is to ſay in Engly ſhe, 


Of The Ryghte Renoumyde Ladyes.“ 


The FYRST CHAPITRE. 


Of Eve our Fyrſte Mother. 


IV chan that moſte auncyent morher, as ſhe was the 
fyrſt of all women, ſo is ſhe decorate with woundres 


exellent prayſys. For ſhe was not as other be brought forthe 
into this lacrymable vale of myſery in whiche we be borne 


in to labour and to payne, nor ſo formyd, nor as we ſhulde 


ſay ſhapyn with that hammar, nor cryinge and bewaylynge 
hyr cumynge into the worlde as the maner of all that be 
borne is, but after that ſorte that never ſyns happned any to 
be ſo creatyd as ſhe was. For when that moſte wileſt and beſt 


worke maiſter had creatyd Ap A of the ſlyme of the earth - 


with his propre hande, and in the felde whiche after was 
callede Damaſcene, had tranſlatyd hym into the gardyn of 


delycys, bryngynge hym unto a pleaſaunte and ſoft ſlepe, the 
craft onely to hym knowne of hym that ſlept, he brought 


hyr forth rype of age, as well gladde of that mery place ſhe 


was in, as alſo of the ſight of hyr huſbonde, immortal and 
lady and quene of all thynges, and of hyr wakynge huſbonde 


felowe and make, and by hym namede EVE. 
What 
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What more bryghtnes happned to any that ever was borne. 
And beſydes this we may right well imagyne that of beauty 
ſhe was incomporgble. And albeit this gyft exellent of 
beautie by age or by ſum ſodeyn fever in mydle age gothe 
ſoone away, yett for as muche as emongſte women, this is 
accomptyd for a moſte exellent gyft, and many of theim 
emongſte women have therby, by theyr unwyſe iudgement 
obteyned fame everlaſtynge, as in thoſe that folowe ſhall to 
yous appere, yet thys woman as weil by this beauty as by 
hyr wondrefull begynnynge paſſed theim all. And thus 
ſhee made cytezyn of 2 whyle ſhe ther had with hyr 
huſbonde ADAM the fruicyon of that pleaſaunt place, the 


ungracyouſe enemy to mankynde envyouſe of hyr joye, per- 


ſuadyde hyr, that in brekynge one thynge to hyre forboden, 
ſhe ſhulde ſoone aſſende to hygher felicyte and glorye. To 
whiche perſuaſione, when ſhee by greate lyghtnes more then 
behovyde hyr for us, ſhe gave credyte unto itt, with hyr 
ſweete flatterynge ſuggeſtion ſhe drew hyr huſbonde to folowe 
hyr way. And thus they bothe taſtynge of the tree of the 
knowledge of goode and evyll, and eatynge of the fructe 
forboden, they not onely theimſelfs, but all theyr poſteryte 


depryvyde from reſle, quyetnes and eternyte, into labour and 
myſerable deathe, and frome that delectable country into this 


dolorouſe worlde, full of brears, brembles and thornes. 

For when that bryght light in whiche they went in was 
goone from theym, and they clothyde was departyde from 
theyr maker, and frome the place of delyte as outelaws ex- 


pulſed into the vale of Ebron, it folowede that this exellent 


woman with thies offenſes knowne over all, was the fyrſt (as 
it is tbought) that with hyr huſbonde founde the ways to 
dygge and eare the earth. And beynge after experte of the 
paynes of berynge of children, and of the ſorowes for the 
death of hyr children and nevows, ſufferynge as well heate as 


colde, and ordeyned (at laſt) to dye, with thies inconve- 


niencys lyvyde unto an extreme age. 


The 


8 DE PRECLARIS MVLIERIBVOUsõ. 


The SECONDE CHAPITRE. 
Of Semiramis the Quene of the Alſſyryens. 


NF famouſe Semiramis was the aunſyent quene of the 
Affiryens, but of what kinred ſhe came of the longe tyme 
hathe put it in oblivione. But beſides thofe olde tay nede 
tales, the aunſyent hiſtoryens wryteth her to be the — 
tet of Neptunus whiche was the ſonne of Saturne, and by 
the errour of the gentyles accompted to be God of the See. 
And all thoughe it be not convenyent to be belevyde, vet it 
15an argument that ſhe was procreate of noble parentts. 

This faide lady was maryede to the rvgÞhte noble, Nimrs 
kynge of the Afiryens, and of hyr conceyvyde a ſonne callede 
Nynus. Nowe this Nynus havy nge conquerede all Mya, ande 
at the laſte the countrye of Bacherys addyd to his domynyone, 
with the fhote of an arrowe was flayne, levynge behynde hym 
hys wyfe but verey yonge, and his onely ſonne Nynus atore 
expreſſyd. Thynkynge it unmeate to put the gov ernauns of 
the hoole Oryent to 15⁰ yonge and tendre a chy Ide of age, 
ſhe was of ſo hyghe and noble a hert, that thoſe countreys 
tat hyr ferſe huſbounde by armes hadde ſubdued and coartyd 
to ſerve, to take upon hyr to rule and governe theym all. 
For as it were with a wyſe ſubtyle womans craft ſhe retey ned 
to heyr the greate hoſte of hyr greate huſbonde.. Now ſhe 
was not muche unlyke to hyr yonge ſonne, neither of face 
nor yet of ſtature, and to this theyr ſpeche was not unlj ke 
the one of the tother, whiche beynge a greate fordery nge to 
brynge to paſſe hyr purpoſe, ſhe adornynge as well hyr oune 
heede as hyr ſones with a bonet, as it were muche ly ke to thoſe 
that the greate prynces weere in theyr ſolemne try humphes, 
the Mhryens not beynge acuſtomyde with ſuche manner of 
bonnetts, ſhe ſo wroughte to thentent the novelte therof ſhuld 
not be noo mervell that all the Aſſyriens ſhuld were bonnetts 
after that forte, And thus the wyfe of the ſumtyme noble 
Nvnus. favnynge hyr bothe his wyfe and his chylde, with a 
n ervelauſe diligence maynteyned the kyngly dignyte and the 
kny ghily 


